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The general learning outcomes of a doctoral education  in 
agreement with the Degree Ordinance in Annex 2, Higher 
Education Ordinance (1993:100) are: 

 
Degree of Doctor  
Knowledge and understanding 
For the Degree of Doctor the doctoral student shall: 
- demonstrate broad knowledge and systematic understanding 

of the research field as well as advanced and up-to-date 
specialised knowledge in a limited area of  this field, and 

- demonstrate familiarity with research methodology in general 
and the methods of the specific field of research in particular.  

 
Competence and skills 
For the Degree of Doctor the doctoral student shall:  
- demonstrate the capacity for scholarly analysis and synthesis 

as well to review and assess new and complex phenomena, 
issues and situations autonomously and critically  

- demonstrate the ability to identify and formulate issues with 
scholarly precision critically, autonomously and creatively, 
and to plan and use appropriate methods to undertake research 
and other qualified tasks within predetermined time frames 
and to review and evaluate such work  

- demonstrate through a dissertation the ability to make a 
significant contribution to the formation of knowledge through 
his or her own research  

- demonstrate the ability in both national and international 
contexts to present and discuss research and research findings 
authoritatively in speech and writing and in dialogue with the 
academic community and society in general 

- demonstrate the ability to identify the need for further 
knowledge and 

- demonstrate the capacity to contribute to social development 
and support the learning of others both through research and 
education and in some other qualified professional capacity.  

Judgement and approach 
For the Degree of Doctor the doctoral student shall:  
- demonstrate intellectual autonomy and disciplinary rectitude 

as well as the ability to make assessments of research ethics, 
and 

- demonstrate specialised insight into the possibilities and 
limitations of research, its role in society and the responsibility 
of the individual for how it is used.   

         General learning outcomes for a Licentiate: see Higher Education Ordinance 
         (1993:100) 



 
 

This Collaboration Guide is for PhD students and supervisors to 
use during the PhD studies. The responsibility to use the guide 
rests on the main supervisor. The questions are directed to both the 
PhD-student and the supervisor and used as a guide for discussions 
during the PhD-studies and preferably at least once a year.    
 
To supervise and to be supervised   
Previous and present experiences of supervision?  
Expectation on supervision?  
What is the purpose of supervision? 
How does supervision work – and with regards to what? 
Anything in the supervision that can be improved? 
Who does what – do roles need to be made clear?  
How do we evaluate supervision during the doctoral studies? 
 
  
Experiences and expectations on the education and the 
project 
What are my expectations in terms of the PhD programme?  
What are my expectations in terms of the project?  
Expectations of myself/others (PhD student, supervisors)?  
Previous and present experiences of writing a scientific text?   
Expectations on the writing of scientific texts? 
 
  
Communication 
How do different ways of communication (e.g. live, phone, e-
mail) work?  
Is the feedback given to the PhD student clear, sufficient, 
supportive? 
Plan for supervision (e.g., how often, where, who initiates, 
notes made)? 
How are time plans and agreements met?    
  
  
 

 

 

Support – guidance  
Support in terms of theoretical subject content and 
methodology?  
Practical support?  
Is support needed from another person?  
Personal issues that need to be discussed? 
 
 
Coping with time and balance 
How is the balance between research and other work? 
How is the balance between research/work and private life? 
 
 
General learning outcomes 
What do the general learning outcomes mean/comprise?  
How can they be made more concrete? 
To attain the outcomes – what activities are needed? In the 
next six-twelve months? 
What knowledge on subject or methods need to be obtained?  
What does the progression look like with regard to the general 
learning outcomes?   
Are there any specific goals to discuss?  
 
 
Career planning  
Is there anything to discuss with regards to career planning?  
   

 
 
 


