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Course Syllabus

English: Literature and Theory 7.5 Credits*, Second Cycle

Learning Outcomes

On completion of the course, students will be able to:

· discuss, in a nuanced manner, theories that have shaped the academic study of 

literature

· reflect upon and problematise the assumptions and ambitions of those theories

· describe a nuanced and careful critical reading of literary and theoretical texts in 

English, based on principles of literary and scientific analysis

· present coherent interpretations of literary works in English based on modern 

theories within the field

· reflect upon disciplinary debates on literary theory and the state of the field of 

literary studies

· communicate and argue for their own interpretations of literary, critical and 

theoretical texts in clear, correct and appropriate academic English both orally and 

in writing.

Course Content

The course thematises influential modern theories within the field of literary studies in 

English and focuses on the impact on and uses of those theories in the study of literature in 

English. The course reflects on theories that have shaped literary studies and 

contextualises these within traditions of thought and socio-historical developments. It also 

considers questions of literary reading and meaning-making, as well as of how identity and 

society in English-speaking contexts have been formulated and understood. This includes 

understanding the potential that has been ascribed to literature with regard to these 

matters. The course analyses how modern theories can inform the interpretation of literary 

works. This includes a nuanced reflection on questions that literary works address and that 

the theories bring into sharp relief, as well as a complex approach to the knowledge that 

literary works can provide. The course problematises various aspects relating to the 

disciplinary field of literary theory and literary studies in English, and it helps students 

develop ttheir ability to conduct literary reading at an advanced level.

Assessment

Continuous assessment of active seminar participation, as well as of oral presentations and 

written assignments.

* 1 Credit = 1 ECTS
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Forms of Study

The course consists of obligatory seminars. All teaching is conducted in English.

Grades

The Swedish grades U–VG.

Prerequisites

90 credits in English, including 30 credits in English III

Other Information

Replaces EN3015 and EN3066.

Subject:

English

Group of Subjects:

English

Disciplinary Domain:

Humanities, 100%

This course can be included in the following main field(s) of study:

1. Intercultural Literature Studies

2. Literature in English

Progression Indicator within (each) main field of study:

1. A1N

2. A1N

Approved:

Approved 4 June 2020

Valid from 4 June 2020

* 1 Credit = 1 ECTS


