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Course Syllabus

Japanese: Academic Writing and Research Methodology 15 

Credits*, First Cycle

Learning Outcomes

Upon successful completion of the course, students will be able to:

· formulate a clear project description, with a relevant theoretical approach and 

discussion of methodology, for a viable research project related to Japanese 

language, literature or culture

· collect and critically examine material relevant to the project

· write different types of academic text, such as an abstract, a review, a popular 

science summary, or a scientific article

· account for basic research methods in linguistics, cultural anthropology, 

translation studies and literature, in a Japanese context

· analyze the arguments used in academic texts in Japanese in detail and discuss the 

strengths and weaknesses of these arguments

· discuss and explain the concepts of academic plagiarism and integrity

· give constructive criticism of the work of another and respond to the criticism of 

theirs in an objective way.

Course Content

In the course, we study various examples of basic research methods that are commonly 

used in research about Japanese language, culture and literature. Based on these examples, 

students formulate a number of ideas for research projects. They then choose one of these, 

for which they write a detailed project description, an abstract and a popular science 

summary. Furthermore, they write reviews of a number of scientific articles and thereby they 

practice their ability to discuss the contents of scientific texts.

Assessment

Assessment is based on the writing of a project description and a number of written 

assignments, and on the constructive participation in tutorials and seminars. The project 

description will be defended at a seminar where it will be examined by the fellow students. It 

should be written in English and should have a length of about 2000-3000 words.

Forms of Study

English and, where appropriate, Swedish are used as the language of tuition. Teaching is 
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done in the form of tutorials and class discussions.

Grades

The Swedish grades A–F.

Reporting of grades:

· Module 1: Reviews (9 cr)

· Module 2: Project description (6 cr)

Prerequisites

120 credits at First cycle, of which a minimum of 45 credits in Japanese, including two of the 

courses Japanese IV: Haiku and Text Interpretation, 15 credits; Japanese IV: Introduction to 

Linguistics, 15 credits; Japanese IV: Introduction to Translation, 15 credits; Japanese IV: 

Cultural Anthropology, 15 credits; Japanese: Modern and Contemporary Literature, 15 

credits;  Japanese V: Practical Translation, 15 credits

Other Information

Replaces JP2008.

Subject:

Japanese

Group of Subjects:

Japanese

Disciplinary Domain:

Humanities, 100%

This course can be included in the following main field(s) of study:

1. Japanese

Progression Indicator within (each) main field of study:

1. G2F

Approved:

Approved 23 August 2018

Valid from 23 August 2018

Revised:

Revised, 6 March 2019

Revision is valid from 6 March 2019
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